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SUBJECT: "MARSCETN.

T0 - Lieutenant General P. A. M. Browning, CB, D60.

1. *Confirming verbal Instructions from the Conmanding Oneral, FIRST
ALLIED AU130HHE ARMY, 10 September 1944, you are hereby designated to
command the initial task force for Operation "MARKET

a. Order of Battle.
() Initial Echelon*

Hg. Br. Airborne Corps

1st British Airborne Division

Polish Independent Parachute Brigade
SAS Troops

2d Alr Landing Light AA Battery
878th US Airborne Engineer Battalion
82d US Airborne Division

101st US Ailrborne Division

AFDAG

(2) Seoond Eohelon:

Hg« XVII1 US Corps (Airborne)
52d (L) Division (AirportaMe)

b. MIcolon.

Capture and hold crossings over the canals and rivers on the
main axis of advance of the British Second Amy t 1e: EITTEHOVEN-G-RAVE-

0. Y Date. 4

15 September 1944«

d. Planning.

(1) Outline Plan. See outline plan Operation "SIXTEEN",
prepared at Hecdqu®inters, British Airborne Troops,
10 September 194, transposing 82d US Airborne Division
and 101st US Airborne Division.

(2) You will proceed at once with detailed planning iIn
accordance with conversations at this Headquarters#
10 September 1944, with the Commanding General, FIRST
ALLIED AIR30HNE ARMY.

(@ You are authorized to deal dirratly with the following:

u) Tram*-FIRST ARMY GROUP
b; B2d DC Airborne Division
c) 101st US Airborne Division
d) 87Bth US Airborne Engineer Battalion
e) IX Troop Carrier Command
982 [©O XVIII US Corps (Ailrborne) 17167U

@ You win eeoure th« allocation and use of th* 38 and 46
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(5 You will deal with the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-5,
thia Headquarters on matters pertaining to air force

support*

(6) You will secure the concurrence of the Commanding General,
FIRST ALLIED AIRBORNE ARMY, of your detailed plan before

announcing same as a fTirm decision#

e# Command*

(5) Upon making contact with ground forces, the airborne

task force will ocoroe under cooroand of the C-i1n-Ci
NCIFBBEN GROUP OF _VRVIES#

(4) At the time that the second echelon is iIntroduced into

the combat zone*, new consideration will be given to the

matter of caanand.

Iy command of Lieutenant

F. L. BVRKS,
Brigadier Generalf U.S_A.
Chief of Staff

QC, S5UERBIE HEADQUARTERS ALLIED EXPEDICICX? JIY FORCE
ALLIED U >YAL COKER, ALLIED KAVAL CQMD EF ADJIR\L7Y S H
C-1n-C HORE, CHATHAM COVBPFIST) HEADQUARTERS
AOC-1n-C, HEADQUARTERS, ALLIED KJUCTENnCNARY AIR FORCE
ADVANCE HEADQUARTERS, ALLIED EXPEDITIQtFAHY VIR FORCE
\OCT hq., adgb

HEADQUARTERS, 11 GROUP, A F.

C-1n-C, MORTHERH GROUP OF -,RWIE3

00, CENTRAL GROUP OF AFftlIES (ADVICE HEJXJU .RTERS)
FORWARD ECHELON (Mr*JN) OTITRZL GROUP OF >FMIES.
T1QKBER COMMAND RAF

mxm air force

EIGHTH AIR FORCE

COASTAL COMFAIID

2ND TACTICAL AIR FORCE

GOC, BRITISH AXRBGRUS CORPS

0G, XVII1I US CORPS (AIHBtmB)

OG, DC TROOP CAR CISR COUM u™D

T.C.C.P. (EA3TCOT2)

AOC, HEADQUAKFERo 58 GROUP RaF

AX, HEADQUARTERS 46 GROUP RAF

cg, Taaa VvBTfm J* 8
C/3, =

D C/E *

D C/'s) PLANS, FAnA \ | N

0-1, FAAA
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OP TKB D30f 1 OHBHYlat V 5SJKm

1* 1t 1* understood that th« teste purpoee gf the operation la to aelae
and secure the croeeiri b over the HYU, WAAL and W £ 7' rivnre along the aria
O&aYE - IrZJESKt = \PPTIT , to analst Britlah -KXOID AR<T In Ita advance Into
Holland and eastward

2« The proposal to drop the 101st Arrtxm» Division In #even separate
areas along an axle acne thirty allee In length la oonailderod to lessen the
ohanoeu of auooeacful aocaoplla)nent of the beslo mUalai. uoh e dispersion
of this division destroys Ita tactloci Int™fity, renders It inaapable of
fighting as a division, and presents an alafcat unsuroountable pmtolen of air
resupply* Baoh of the snail Toups Is euooeptlble of being destroyed In
detail, without accomplishing Ita mission*

3. The uropoeed schm» of e™playnent of the 101st AArtxrme Divialon
alao offers cerloUB o\V ctlorw frcn the air point of view es followsi

a< Difficulty of dropping aoconrately on so nany snail pinpoint
droppla;

b* The problem of finding suitable dropping sonse and landing
INn each of those partlenlsr areas

0. Kxposel of the air lift to hostile fire over such a large area*
& Difficulties of air resupply, sa pontloned In pera™xph JJ abowve,

4> It Is therefore proposed to drop the three airborme divisionk In
thren areas, nenelyt AMDftt, JTLTXB.W and UDRF, eo that each m j be
os«3blled end oapable of «ffs<stl>e divisional action in the least practicable
tine end eo that, at least tee of the airbome divisions, sill at all tlaas
be Ritually supporting If suooesaful, thle scold secure the critical
aroesinn of the galn etrees idiile so placing at least one division (101st)
ss to —emit offensive aotlort to the south, eoutheast or eoutheestx
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(Changed t* £
authority of CG

" by:
ADJ Gem.
OPKRATICH @
Outline Plan
IHFOBMfirQg
1. ISnencr

The enemy le fighting determinedly along the ALBERT

Orr.t 'ran iInclaaivo RP to Inclusive MAASTRI . He has

e'.emtrte of tiro Infantry divisions ana elements of two parachute
divisions, plus a large number of flak units, holding the eanal.
Rene o( those troops hno yet fought the Alllee in the WEST, bo
ti-st t->ey are fighting stubbornly and their morale is good.
Tierc Is every sign of the enemy st_rengthe_nm% the river line
tiroog 1 «HHEM and NIJMBGEN, espeoially with flak. The latter
It aitJd for dual purpose role - both A/A and ground.

2. O ?roopg

Ouerda Armoured Division I1s across the canal in the
area H'33ELT - IECHTEL - BOUfO LEOPOLD.

~ 00 Division and 11 \rmoured Division are fighting for
brilge ids 'betwsen Ouards Armoured Division and ANTWERP.

15 Division 1a reaching ANIWERP to-day.

It 1s the intention of the Corvuander-in-Chlef81
Amy |-'-mp to advance NORIH across the MAAS WAAL and HBDER
KITH, ‘'ora_a atron# bridgehead NORTH of ARNHEM and continue
hi3z operations NorTH INt0 ROLI*AKD and HAST against the HBIOH.
LhRIIHnS]?m axle of the advance le EINDHOVAN - WVE - NIJVEGEN -

3, Airborne Oorpa will capture aid hold orossings over
lirule and rivera on Second Army's Tain axis of advnnoe.

4, 1 British Airborne Division

o Will land and capture the ARMIEM bridgts with
eu ficisnt bridgehead to paas formations of Second Amy through.

B Wil seise and hold the bridges at NIMEGEIf and GRAVE
WI'Lh thisme object in view. The cap'ure and retention of
th< Mg-* jround bet*reen NIUMEGEN aid GRT"SgSEK 10 Iimperative
In orce? ;0 accomplish the Divioion's tc3k.
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Will seize the following on the Seeond Amy's main

axis to ensure tbs speedy pass through of that Ajray to the
JRAVJ',, NIJKSDEH end oroesings:-

a. Oanal grossing 3B96 .
b. VAIfIBMwdyv

C. anaawvur ANET
o Bridge In square 4425

9. PT 05DBNBOD

. V33HKL

g. LDEN

S3

Will he flown In RORTH of AHNHBI as soon as airfields
are I1vallable.

MFTG6
5. In prinoiple as for LINNET

rmiraa

6. Preferably late evening, hut will probably hart to
\eeept norning owing to flth Air Force support.

7. H.Q. Airborne Corps will have direct linka with
30 Corps, 3oeond Army and 21 Anny Group.

_ Io» or 0.8. Airborne Division will have two 1llroot
links - one to Second Anny and ono to 30 Oorps.

signal
LIHNBT.

3. Supply will he by air for the «hole force.

pe, ca for COVBI

LINNET.

'10.  Any supporting AAK guns or reconnaissance units
required by American Airborne Divisions will be supplied by
geeoml Array.

1 8©3 44
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